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went a cure, he began to work regularly, preparing a
repertoire and practising for many hours a day. As in
former years, he hardly ever played through a whole piece
but studied individual fragments and-left the composition
in its entirety to the inspiration on the platform.
Having lived for years in a style in which lavishness
and generosity were the daily accompaniments of life, he
did not care to change those standards. Riond Bosson
remained a centre of hospitality. Even when Paderewski
was away, guests were entertained, and sometimes ten or
more would be asked to lunch or dinner. Admirers from
America, South Africa, Australia or New Zealand felt
compelled on their European tour to see their idol in his
domestic surroundings. Often the music-loving traveller
would be accompanied by an equally enthusiastic spouse,
and perhaps by a number of sons and daughters, with whom
he would present himself at the gates of Riond Bosson,
considering it to be almost the duty of the great man, whom
they had travelled so many miles to see, to receive them.
Indeed, they generally were received. Often, if they were
fortunate enough to arrive at the appropriate moment, they
were asked to stay for lunch or dinner, or for tea, if by mis-
chance their railway time-table would not allow of a more
substantial reward for their musical devotion. The enthu-
siasm of these gentlemen or the excited ladies and their
blushing daughters was touching, but as meals at Riond
Bosson were elaborate and richly cooked, they were also
very costly. Paderewski enjoyed those visits if the guests
were cheerful and if they could appreciate the quality of
his food and his wine, and he liked them to eat and drink
plentifully.
IV
Paderewski still enjoyed eating and drinking; he ate
abundantly, but not to excess. His days now were more
peaceful than they had been while he was engaged in

